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had a knack for politics. He ran as a
State representative in the thirties. He
was elected twice and, at that point, he
began to create a name for himself as
an articulate advocate, someone who
was a hard-working, determined cham-
pion, not only for his people but for all
people.

He was made an assistant attorney
general for the State, and then he was
selected to run as lieutenant governor.
He served as lieutenant governor for
the State of Rhode Island. And then,
fortuitously—because the Governor ac-
cepted a position in the Democratic ad-
ministration—he became the first
Italian American Governor in this
great country. Then, he moved on to
the U.S. Senate to become the first
Italian American Senator in the his-
tory of this country. An extraordinary
individual. He came here and worked
on so many different issues. He was the
chairman of the Joint Committee on
Atomic Energy at the time when atom-
ic energy was becoming a powerful
force in all of our lives.

He committed himself to the peaceful
use of atomic energy to try to develop
its potential to help rather than to de-
stroy. He worked ceaselessly to ensure
that we were controlling atomic energy
throughout the world. He worked very
hard on the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.
He worked with many colleagues—
some colleagues who are here today—
on that landmark legislation.

He also served on the Commerce
Committee where he was the chairman
of the telecommunications sub-
committee. I daresay many of the fun-
damental foundations and principles
that have guided this huge explosion of
telecommunications that have opened
up the cyberspace of the world began
years ago under his deliberations on
that committee.

Also, in 1974 at the end of his career,
he was very active in campaign finance
reform in the wake of the Watergate
affair.

Those are accomplishments, but
what is so compelling and so emblem-
atic of the man is that his whole life
represented something so fundamen-
tally American. He was modest and
humble. He seized the opportunity that
is America—the chance to succeed.
Then he committed himself in his pub-
lic life, day in and day out, to ensure
that every American had those types of
opportunities.

That is why he and his colleagues in
the 1960s embraced the idea of pro-
viding educational support to the tal-
ented but poor Americans who could
get into college but couldn’t afford to
go to college. That was not some theo-
retical flourish he discovered in a lec-
ture hall at a great university; that
was from his heart, from having lived
it, from having seen so many of his
contemporaries with the talent, the
skills, and the ambition frustrated and
thwarted because they didn’t have the
money to go to college. In so many
other ways, he tried to ensure that
“opportunity’” was the watchword of
America.
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His greatest contribution perhaps is
the fact that he lived what we all think
America should be and is—that some-
one can rise up from an immigrant
household, from a place where English
is not the first language, to the highest
positions in this country through hard
work, dedication, and commitment.
That example alone, that inspiration
alone, is extraordinarily important to
all of us.

We in Rhode Island are very lucky
because we have a chance to see our
public officials close up. All of us have
stories about our leaders. In Rhode Is-
land, Senator Pastore was no excep-
tion. We all understood early on that
he was one of the most extraordinary
debaters and oral advocates this body
has seen in a very long time.

In 1964, President Johnson asked Sen-
ator Pastore to be the keynote speaker
at the Democratic National Conven-
tion. I was 14 years old then. I, as every
other Rhode Islander, was crowded
around the television set on a hot sum-
mer’s night waiting for our Senator to
speak to the Nation. He spoke in his
typical powerful and forceful way. He
spoke about justice and opportunity.
He spoke about the Democratic Party,
and he spoke about our commitment to
help everyone. He spoke with both pas-
sion and precision. He moved that con-
vention, and he moved the Nation. We
will never forget those words.

Also, again because of the proximity
of everyone to everyone else in Rhode
Island, I had the chance to see him
when I was a younger person in my
early teens because my parents would
summer down at Narragansett, RI, and
his family would summer there also. It
was a very modest summer resort. My
father was a school custodian. So this
was not exactly the Riviera. But he
was there because that is where the
people were. That is where he went for
his summer vacation.

I can remember going to mass on a
hot summer’s day. We were all lucky
just to be in long pants because it was
summertime. However, he would be
there in his suit and tie looking every
inch the sartorial master that he was,
with a bearing and a dignity that was
beyond senatorial, it was regal, but
also with a Kindness and a humility
that came through equally well.

Finally, with a great deal of appre-
ciation and gratitude, Senator Pastore
was the individual who appointed me
to the military academy at West Point.
He gave me the greatest opportunity of
my life. He did it in a nonpartisan,
nonpolitical way. I had never really
met the Senator. I had asked for the
appointment. I sent him a letter. He
had his staff direct me to take a test.
I took a test. I took a physical. I took
a physical aptitude test. I still remem-
ber the moment when his executive as-
sistant called me and told me I was
going to West Point.

In my office in Washington I have
both his picture and the letter he sent
me on that day. In my office in Rhode
Island I have his picture and the tele-
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gram he sent to follow up. He gave me
a great opportunity. I like to think
that the good things I have done in a
way have been a response to that con-
fidence he showed in me as a very
young man.

He also was someone who had a great
sense of humor about himself and
about many things. He once quipped
that he was very grateful his parents
named him John O. Pastore rather
than Giovanni Orlando Pastore because
in the latter case his initials would
have been ‘“‘GOP,” which is something
he would have been hard pressed to
deal with because of his very strong
Democratic life and career.

I can remember also that Senator
Mansfield spoke to me one time. He
said: You know, every St. Patrick’s
Day, Senator Pastore insisted that he
be the President pro tempore. It was
his birthday. He wanted to preside. He
also reminded everyone that his name
was really John O. Pastore with the ac-
cent one would have if one were John
O’Rourke, or John O’Neill, or John
O’Donnell.

He was an extraordinary man. He
graced us with a life of service. He
graced us with a life that is an example
to all of us. He has honored us by doing
his best every day, by taking his work
much more seriously than himself, and
by doing this great work and then
quietly and gracefully returning home,
back to Rhode Island, to his beloved
wife and his family—to his simple life
with the people he respected and ad-
mired. He is beloved in my State of
Rhode Island. He is well deserving of
that great love.

To his wife, Mrs. Pastore, to his son
John, to his daughters Francesca and
Louise, to his sisters Elena and
Michelina, our sincere condolences.
But today we not only commemorate
his passing but we celebrate his great
life.

I yield the floor.

————————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, for the
information of Senators, as I under-
stand it, the leader has announced that
we would go next to the Agriculture
appropriations bill. I further under-
stand that leadership is discussing an
agreement under which we will proceed
to consider that bill.

Pending the completion of that dis-
cussion, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate now go into a period of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 15
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Pursuant to that re-
quest, I ask unanimous consent to
speak for 10 minutes in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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